FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2017 


DRIZZLE 
High: 61 
Low: 50 
30%chance 
ofrain 


‘Saturday:Rain,67/55 
Sunday: Showers, 57/47 
Monday: Cloudy, 47/33 


‘Details onthe back of Metro. 
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TAXES 


Republican lawmakers celebrate the signing of the final version of the GOP tax bill Thursday. The legislation 


changes rates, standard deductions and the child-care tax credit. ANDREW HARNIK / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Scrambling to gauge 
impact of the tax bill 


Changes to take effect next 
year could affect strategies 
before this year ends. 


By Sarah Skidmore Sell and Ken Sweet 
Associated Press 


Federal taxes can be confounding in any typical 

year. But the Republican-led Congress’ mad dash 

to approve the most sweeping tax overhaul in three 

decades has left many households unsure of what 

changes might await them come Jan. 1 and what 

they should do ~ if anything — before or after then. 
Here are some things to know. 


Rate change 

For individuals, the legislation generally lowers 
rates across income levels. It retains the number of 
tax brackets — seven — but changes the rates that 
apply to particular income levels. For a couple filing 


Taxbill continued on AS 


SOMEKEY CHANGES 

Tax rates will drop in each of the seven brackets. 
E The standard deduction will roughly double, to 
$12,000 for single filers and $24,000 for couples, so 
fewer people may have to itemize their deductions. 
E But the $4,050 personal exemption for filers, 
spouses and dependents is eliminated; that could 
offset the bigger standard deduction for some. 

E The deduction for property, state and local taxes 
is limited to a total of $10,000. 


What tax plan 
could mean for 
Ga. companies 


ByJ.Scott Trubey 
strubey@aje.com 

and Tamar Hallerman 
tamarhallerman@ajc.com 


Georgia's corporate interests and conser- 
vative lawmakers hailed this week’s passage 
of the Republican rewrite of the nation’s tax 
code. But whether the divisive bill will be the 
jobs and investment bonanza that its backers 
say it will be must be taken with a grain of salt, 
some experts say. 

Within hours of Congress sending the over- 
haul to President Donald Trump’s desk, GOP 
lawmakers pointed to announcements by some 
blue-chip companies to give bonuses to work- 
ers, raise pay or make sizable investments in 
their businesses. 

AT&T announced $1,000 bonuses for more 
than 200,000 employees, plus plans to invest 
$l billion in its U.S. operations in 2018. Comcast 
and Fifth Third Bank also announced one-time 
bonuses for many workers, while Fifth Third 


Companies continued on AS 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


Fans find Rose Bowl tickets hard to score 


By Eric Stirgus 
estirgus@ajc.com 


For Georgia Bulldogs fans, the 
New Year’s Day national football 
championship semifinal show- 
down against the Oklahoma Soon- 
ers has become a numbers game. 

‘The first numbers challenge: 
how to get a ticket? 

Georgia has not played at the 
famed Rose Bowl in Pasadena, 


Calif., since 1943, so ticket demand 
is high. About 20,000 season 
ticket holders have requested 
tickets from the University of 
Georgia, UGA officials say. The 
university, though, had 10,600 
tickets for sale to those fans, said 
Claude Felton, UGA's senior asso- 
ciate athletic director. UGA will 
hand out 500 tickets to students 
and 1,900 will go to players, their 
guests and university adminis- 


trators. 

UGA awarded tickets for sale 
first to those on the highest donor 
priority levels. The university has 
a point system that helps deter- 
mine the number of tickets fans 
can get to away and postseason 
games. 

Raleigh, N.C., resident Bill King, 
32, who has undergraduate and 
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NUCLEAR POWER 


Troubled 
Vogtle plant 
moves ahead 


Commissioner says 
fuel diversity a key 
consideration in vote. 


By Anastaciah Ondieki 
Anastaciah Ondieki@ajc.com 


Georgia’s Public Service Com- 
mission has voted unanimously 
to allow continued construction 
of two nuclear reactors at Geor- 
gia Power’s embattled Plant Vog- 
tle, which is billions of dollars 
over budget and years behind 
schedule. 

The commissioners agreed to 
all of Georgia Power’s proposals 
of conditions to move forward 
with construction at Vogtle. The 


commissioners found the com- 
pany’s revised schedule and cost 
forecast were reasonable. They 
approved $498 million in expen- 
ditures deemed unreasonable by 
staff appointed by the commis- 
sion to evaluate project progress. 
‘They also approved Vogtle’s new 
management by Bechtel and par- 
ent Southern Company's South- 
ern Nuclear. 

Commission chair Stan Wise 
said the decision to keep the proj- 
ect moving came down to the 
importance of fuel diversity and 
the long-term benefits the proj- 
ect would have on Georgians. 

Commissioner Tim Echols said 


Vogtle continued on A6 


Jeff Stair 
(center), 
Public Service 
Commission 
attorney, 
talks with 
other 
participants 
after the 
Public Service 
Commission 
meeting on 
Thursday. 
HYOSUR SHIN’ 
HSHIN@AJC.COM 


HOLIDAY SURPRISE 


Christmas gift 
reunites brothers 


Two were separated 
when mom put infant 
up for adoption. 


ByBenBrasch 
ben.brasch@ajc.com 


Kieron Christian Graham got 
the email from AncestryDNA with 
his results last Tuesday. 

‘A week later, “Good Morn- 
ing America” called asking the 
20-year-old and his newfound 
brother to fly to New York. 

Graham and his brother, Vin- 
cent Ghant, spoke over the phone 
to The Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 


tion after the filming on Thurs- 
day while at the airport waiting to 
come back home to Cobb County. 
It was their first trip together. 
But then again, most everything 
is their “first” together. They 
hadn't seen each other since their 
mother put Graham up for adop- 
tion when he was 3 months old. 
Ghant was 9 at the time and 
remembers their mother telling 
him that his brother was going 
to live with grandparents. 
He wasn’t. He was adopted by 
a family in Hall County. 
Graham didn’t know much 


Brothers continued on A7 


NATION & WORLD, A10 
Memphis finds way 
toremovestatues 


Depictions oftwo 
Confederate figures are 
moved ahead of a solemn 
anniversary for the city. 
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